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Oc. Sc, Bc. 


HE occaſion which has bed us together 
this day, is highly pleaſing. Thoſe who are 
more immediately concerned in the duties of it, 
rejoice in this accompliſhment of their deſires.— 
We, who are come from ſome diſtance, articipate 
in the general pleaſure. We are WR e of the 
ſtedfaſtneſs of your faith in Chriſt ; of your chriſtian 
order and fellowſhip ; and we deſire to be helpers 
of your joy. 
You have had a ſtared miniſtry among you for 
ſome time. This miniſtry has been owned of God, 


for calling ſome from the error of their ways; theſs 


have given up themſelves, firſt to the Lord, and 
afrerwards one to another, according to the direc- 
tions of his word. You, brethren, ſtand in the 
relation of ſpiritual members in the myſtical hody 
of Chtiſt; and are honoured with the appellation, 
and character of a Chriſtian Church. By the 


authority veſted in you, as a Society of Chriſtians, 


you have choſen a Paſtor, whoſe buſineſs is, to feed 
you with living bread. We, the Miniſters of 


Chriſt, and Servants of the, Churches, are come at 


your requeſt, to ſet him apart to the work of the 
Lord ; to give you our advice, and fotemnly to 


recommend both you, and him, to God. | 
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It is of much more importance to belong to the 
ſpiritual, and inviſible Church; than merely to have 
a place in that which is outward, and viſible. To 
poſſeſs the grace of God 1n the heart, is 'acknow- 
ledged by chriſtians of every denomination, to be 
more neceſſary, than to belong in profeſſion, and 
attachment only, to the moſt pure, and beſt con- 
ſtituted church upon earth. The whole of chriſtian 
diſcipline muſt give way to thoſe weightier matters, 
repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Nevertheleſs, the things pertaining 
to church diſcipline, are worthy of ſerious enquiry. 
God has revealed them. They belong to the 
beauty and happineſs. of cb ſocieties; and 
deſerve, more eſpecially on theſe of ganges, a eue 
inveſtigation. 
The New Teſtament is the rule Ge IRR 
government, as well as of faith and practice. If 
we had no ſtandard, or teſt of truth, maxims of 
prudence would be our beſt guide. Then every 
claſs of chriſtians would be left to their own wiſdom, 
to frame ſuch laws as might beſt ſuit exiſting cir- 
cumſtances. But, on "the contrary, Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe ſole prerogative it is, fo to do, has given us 
a complete pattern of his houſe; its orders and 
regulations; nor does he allow any man, or ſet of 
men, however dignified, ro make. any e or 
alterations whatever. \ 

If there be a certain rule, * 5 that ts he 
ſufficiently” plain, it might be ſuppoſed that the 
chriſtian world would be bleſſed with uniformity of 
ſentiment-upon'this ſubject. That there would be 
but one opinion reſpecting the nature and conſtitu- 
tion of a goſpel church, who ſhould be its proper 
officers, . and what thei” PIeragaUVes, and duties. 
Bur, alas, it is far otherwiſe ! The church is ſplit 
into parties; principally by the ignorance, and 


e ee a} . times; and 2 parties are 
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ſtill kept up, by intereſt and bigotry. An enquiry 


into the nature of theſe opinions, we will now make 

ſenſible at the ſawe time, of the prejudices of 
education, and in a conſiſtency with all that love 
we owe to other chriſtians. 

The beſt and eaſieſt way to come at the truth, 

in ſome caſes, is by recital and compariſon. We 
will try this method in the preſent inſtance. We 
will give you a view of ſome of the leading ideas 
of ſeveral denominations; ſo that by comparing theſe 
with what 1 is (aid of the New Teſtament Churches, 
you may be the better able to form your own 
| Judgments; or be more confirmed in your former 
ſentiments. Our limits will not allow of any great 
enlargement; but we will apply this thought briefly, 
£0 Epiſcopacy, Preſbyterianiſm, and Independency. 

An Epiſcopal Church claims our firſt attention, 
as it is moſt eminent in this kingdom, both for its 
numbers, and general ſpread. Epiſcopacy is that 
form of church goverament, in which dioceſan 
Biſhops are eſtabliſhed, as diſtinct from, and ſuperior 
to Prieſts, and Preſbyters. The divine right of 
Biſhops,” as ſucceeding by direct and lineal deſcent 
from the Apoltles ; ; has been formerly defended with 
great zeal : But whatever arguments have been 
brought in its favour, it is certainly ſubject to this 
1nconvenience, of being untenable without acknow- 
ledging the authority of the Papal Chair. If the 
legitimate ſucceſſion of the Biſhops of Rome be 
not allowed, the uninterrupted ſucceſſion cannot be 
made out ; and conſequently the divine right muſt 
fall to the ground ; and Biſhops be no more, with 
reſpect to any power given to them by Chriſt, than 
any other Chriſtian Miniſter. 

One leading idea of ſuch a church is, that it is 
national, It includes every individual in the 
country where. it exiſts. Thoſe who profeſs not 
to belong to its communion, are comprehended 
ACE, nes | 5 therein, 
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therein, as well as thoſe who do. Vea, even all 
the colonies, and dependencies of the country; 
however widely extended, or. wherever ſituated.— 
Into this church perſons of every deſcription are 
admitted, even to its molt ſacred ordinances, and 
its moſt holy offices. The elements repreſenting 
the body and blood of Chriſt, after the moſt ſolemn 
conſecration, are adminiſtred as teſts of diſtinction, 
and as qualifications for civil offices in the fate, 
inſtead of faith in his ſacrifice. And what is awful 
to relate, its moſt enlightened and evangelical 
Miniſters, have ſerved at the ſacred altar for ſuch 
urpoſes, and have endeavoured to juſtify them- 
ſelves in fo doing. | 
The National Church is eftabliſhed by Pr 
laws, and is conſidered as an eſſential branch of - 
the ſtate. Hence it comes. to paſs, that they. are 
always connected; and are ſuppoſed mutually to 
ſupport each other. Of the church ſo eſtabliſhed, 
the reigning perſon (King or Queen) is conſtituted 
head; to whom belongs the right of appointing all 
its great officers. He alſo grants certain eccle- 
ſiaſtical dignities, honours, and privileges, to thoſe 
who belong to this eſtabliſhment, above others, 
who are equally his ſubjects. He has likewiſe the 
right of preſenting to all thoſe benefices, as they 
become vacant, which are in the gift of the Crown, 
The King is veſted with power to exerciſe all 
manner of eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction. Neither the 
Archbiſhops, nor any other eccleſiaſtical perſons, 
have any power but by the King's majeſty, He has 
full authority to hear and determine al eccleſiaſtical 
cauſes; and to correct and reform all hereſies 
whatever. 

Over the Eſtabliſhed Church preſide certain 
eccleſiaſtical officers, who have very different 
degrees of power, under the King, as well as very 


different names, There are Archbiſhops, Dioceſan 
8 * 
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Biſhops, Archdescohs, Deaßbs, Piebendaries, Canons, 
Minor Canons, Chancellors, Vicars-general, &c. 
The Archbiſhops are two, Theſe preſide over the 
other twenty-four Biſhops, who are called fuffragans. 
The Biſhops have the ſole power of ordaining the 
Clergy, over whom they have conſiderable au- 
thority. They perform the rites of conſecration, 
and confirmation ; and to one of them belongs the 
office of anointing, and crowning the King. They 
have alſo great honours, being exalted to the dignity 
of ſpiritual Lords, and having a place in the upper 
Houſe of Parliament. The Biſhops have their 
courts. of judicature held in their Cathedrals, from 
whence they iſſue out writs in their own names. 
They depute Chancellors, to act as judges in diffe- 
rent cauſes; on which. they paſs ſentence even 


without a jury. Sometimes they infli& very heavy 


ſecular puniſhments. 

The Church thus conſtituted, has belopgiiig: to 
it various articles of faith, which are conſidered as 
the teſt of truth and orthodoxy. The reaſon aſſigned 
for them is, to promote uniformity of ſentiment. 
All who enter into holy orders, in this communion, 
are obliged to declare upon oath, their firm belief 
of theſe articles. 

There is alſo a Liturgy, or common form of 
prayer, which on all occaſions muſt be read, as: 
directed in the rubric. The whole form of worſhip 


is preſcribed ; even what portions of fcripture mult 
be read, ſo that a Miniſter has no right to alter 


any part of the ſervice, or to adapt any thing of 
his own, to particular occaſions, whatever they may 
be. Under the covert of the ſtate; and backed 
by the authority of the civil law ; the church has 
a power of exacting tithes of various deſcriptions ; 
church rates, dues, and offerings. If theſe be not 
regularly paid, ſhe can diſtrain as in caſes of debt; 

and 


. 


— GE . n 
2 5 8 3 * F 1 4 * 
Roma Se * Cys SE. — — 
2 „́ . TIar eRY,.. 8 8 1 
8 * a 
7 


- an 


I ww. # 
* es th 1 22 


TUBE Har e 


3 


PP 


ER [ 8 } 
and even caſt into priſon. She claims a power to 
inſtitute ceremonies in religious worſhip. | 

How far this notion of a Chriſtian Church is 
agreeable to the New Teſtament model, I leave to 
you who are acquainted with that ſacred book. 

here is one thing however, which ought not to be 
omitted on this ſubjeck; which is, that Jeſus Chriſt 
diſclaimed all connexion between Eis kingdom, and 
chat of this world. And, indeed, if chey had not 
been eſſentially diſtinct in their own nature, they 
could not have been connected, either in his own 
life time, or in that of the Apoftles ; for the chriſ- 
tian religion was not favoured in either of theſe 
periods by any reigning Prince upon . 

If the church derives ſuch eſſential benefits from 
its connexion with the ſtate, as we ſometimes hear 
repreſented ; and if this connexion be fo neceſſary 
for the true intereſts of both; is it not ſurpriſing 
that our Lord rejected the propoſal of the Jews to 
make him a King? Was not this a fad miſtake ? 
If he had accepted their offer, might he not have 
had a much better opportunity of doing good to 
the infant cauſe? He might then have been able 
ro eſtabliſh Chriſtianity in the way it has been 
eſtabliſhed ſince. His followers might have been 
raiſed from their deſpicable. ſituations, and his 
Miniſters exalted to pre- eminence. He might 
have found means to ſupport his ſervants in an 
honourable way, by endowments and legal demands, 
without ſubjecting them to the ſervile method of 
voluntary contribution; and of ſoftening their 
doctrines ſo as not to offerid their richer hearers, 
leſt they ſhould loſe their bread, as others are ſaid 
to do, becauſe they cannot compel- the payment 
of their ſalaries. Bur the religion of Chriſt was to 
prevail in another way. It was not ſuitable to his 
deſigns, to connect ſecular and ſpiritual intereſts 
together in Ten indiffoluble bonds. He reſpected 
15 eivil 
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civil authority as an ordinance of God, and gave 
to his followers examples of ready obedience; but 
he never availed himſelf-of ſuch power, either to 
ſpread, or eſtabliſh his cauſe. oo 
If our Lord's kingdom be purely ſpiritual; if no 
alliance were formed in his lifetime, or by his order, 
how is. it, or by what power, that they have been 
connected ſince? How came the Chriſtian Church 
by all its honours in its alliance with the kingdoms 
of this world? The grand ſource of theſe things 
muſt be traced up to the times of Conſtantine the 
Great. On his converſion to chriftianity, he _incor- 
orated the Pagan rites. into the Chriſtian Church. 
The miniſters of that church were now exalted to 
1 dignity. Rome-Pagan haſtened to become 
Rome - Chriſtian. The pride of the human mind 
ſtruggled for pre- eminence. Clerical pomp, con- 
tending with general ignorance, ayailed itſelf of 
riſing power, and great eee till it gained 
the aſcendency, and the humble, and ſelf-deny- 
ing religion of Jeſus Chriſt was exalted, not only 
above the kingdoms of this world, but above all 
that is called God. A glorious reformation ha 
indeed rectified ſome great errors. It has 7 605 
the pride of prieſtly dignity; bringing down the 
tripple crown, taking the keys from the girdle of 
St. Peter, and ſome of the names of blaſphemy 
which formerly obtained. But in the opinion of 
ſome diſpaſſionate and impartial men, _ tnere are 
yet many things remaining contrary to the ſimplici- 
Fac .. 4 
Ihe next view of a church now to be exihibited, 
is that which obtains among the Preſbyterians. On 
this ſubject, ir ſeems neceſſary, firſt of all, to refify 
a miſtake. The Diſſenters in this kingdom are gene- 
rally claſſed in three denominations ; the Preſby te- 
rians, the Independents, and the Baptiſts. Whatever 
difference there may be young theſe denominations 
| | ' in 
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in other reſoc ws, there | is very little, if any at all, 
in reference to the nature and conſtitution of 2 
church. The term Preſbyterian, in England, as 
it reſpects diſcipline, is more a name of diſtinction 
than of difference. Moſt of thoſe who are called 
Preſbyterians among us, ere as much independent, 
both in principle, and- practice, as any other. In- 
deed, whatever ideas individuals may have, there 
neither is, nor can be, any Preſpyterian Church- 


* 


| government in England. There are no Preſby- 


reries, no Provincial Synods, nor any General Af- 
ſembly. Every congregation mult manage its own 
affairs, which is the very eſſence of independency. 
The Preſtyterian is, in the firſt view of it, com- 
mon with the Epiſcopal. They maintain that i It is 
national, and muſt be connected with the ſtate, and 
eſtabliſhed by law. On this plan the Church of 
Scotland is conſtituted. The Pr eſpyterians believe, 
that the authority of their miniſters is derived from 
the Holy Ghoſt, by the laying on of the hands of 
the Preſbytery. But they affirm, that there is no 
order of officers in the church ſuperior to that 
of preſbyters. That all miniſters, being ambaſ- 
ſadors for Chriſt, are equal by their commiſſion. 


In this they differ from the Epiſccpalians. 


The officers belonging to this church are a mix- 
ture of the clergy, and lay-brethren. Theſe are 
generally called Elders. Their buſineſs is to aſſiſt 
the miniſter in what relates to the order and diſ- 
cipline of the congregation over which they pre- 
_—_— --- * 

Being nationa a, the Church of Scotland has not 
its ſole power, for internal government, lodged in 
an individual congregation. A number of men, 
meeting in the ſame place, cannot determine theit 
own affairs among themſelves.” In caſes of differ- 
ence, they muſt have recourſe to ſome larger, or 
ſuperior Eccleſiaſtical Court. They have indeed 

a 2 
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A judicatory. among themſelves, called the Kirk- 
ſeſſion; but their deciſions are no way binding, as 
any perſon who thinks himſelf aggrieved, may enter 
his proteſt againſt the ſentence, and appeal to the 
judgment of an higher afſembly. | 

The Preſbytery is the next Judicatory above the 
Kirk-feſſion. It conſiſts of all the paſtors, within 
a certain diſtrict ; and one ruling elder from every 
pariſh, It treats of the particular concerns within 
its own limits; relating chiefly to candidates for the 
miniſtry, ſentences of excommunication, and ap- 
peals from the Kirk- ſeſſion. 

I The Provincial Synod is the third degree of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical power in that church. This court com- 
monly meets twice a-year, and has a controul over 
the Preſbytery, as the Preſbytery has x over the Kirk- 
ſeſſion. 

Bur the higheſt authority of all, is the General 
Aſſeinbly. This auguſt body, which wants nothing 
but a New T eſtament inſtitution to make it truly 
venerable, conſiſts of a number of miniſters, of 
ruling elders, and commiſſioners from the univer- 
ſities, and royal boroughs. From the deciſions of 
the General Aſſembly there can be no appeal, in 
matters of religion, as there is no ſuperior court. 

Having mentioned the Epiſcopal and Preſbyterian 
views of churches and their government; we paſs on 
to the Independent. This denomination of chriſ- 
tians is ſo called, from their. maintaining that each 
diſtin& congregation, united together in the bonds 
of chriſtian fellowſhip, is a complete church. That 
it has ſufficient power within itſelf to perform every 
thing relating to church-government; and 1s in no 
reſpect ſubject, or accountable, to any other body 
of men in any of its tranſactions. 

A church, according to the notion of the Inde- 
pendants, conſiſts of a number of ſerious and godly 


people, who being called by grace, and devoted to 
B 2 | God, 


— 


. ie, r — — 2 
* * 2 * = md” 4 Ls wo 7 2 
. q L — —ů— IRS : 
. o _ = . ps 
— 2 2 =, 2s * 1 y 5 — 5 
Mg * * 


JVI 8 — — 
n 2 — . 
2 4A >. 
wal, >: NN 
: wm = 


E 
God, are ſpiritually joined one to another, for the 
purpoſes of edification and comfort. 

Of fach churches it is ſuppoſed thoſe of Corinth 
and Galatia were, with all the reſt, planted by the 
apoſtles. The Independent Church, has no con- 
nexion with the itate, being wholly of a different 
nature, and conſtituted for other purpoſes, Ir is, 
as one ſays, Imperium in imperio. Its officers 
are Paſtors and Deacons only. All other Eccleſiaſti- 
cal officers, whatever be their appellations, whether 
Teacher, Miniſter, or Biſhop, the Independents diſ- 
avow. The dutics of the Paſtor, are the miniſtry 
of the goſpel, and prayer; and the Deacons are to 
ſerve tables. They conſider Chrift as the only head 
of his church, who has purchaſed it with his blood, 
and renewed it by his grace, and has therefore a 
right to govern it according to his pleaſure. In 
matters of religion, his laws alone ate binding on 
them; nor do they call any man upon earth maſter. 
They claim the right of chuſing their own mini— 
ſters; thinking it only reaſonable, that men ſhould 
have the ſame liberty in things ſpiritual, which they 
have in the common affairs of life. Theſe miniſ- 
ters have no authority one over another, nor any 
ſuperiority, except in their piety and abilities “. 
They cannot interfere in each others department; 
nor can one church annul, or counteract the de- 
ciſions of another. Every church is a diſtinct 
body- corporate. Its rules are the laws of Chriſt; 


its Kirk-{cflions, Provincial Synod, and Gene- 


Tal Affembh, are its church meetings; and its 
8 Moderator 
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lt is ſaid, that there is conſiderable power lodged in the 
hands of the Independent fund board. We have been aſked, 


what difference there is between the government of a bench of 


'Biſhops and a board of Miniſters ? But it ſhould be remembered, 


that whatever authority this body of men has, it is not peculiar 


to the Miniſters, as there are many lay- gentlemen among them, 
Nor 


19 ] | 
Moderator is the minifter, who is conſtituted maſ- 
rer of the aſſembly by Chriſt. From the determi- 
nation of ſuch meetings there is no appeal. 

The members of the church owe to each other 
mutual duties, ſuch as are appointed by Chriſt. 
They are to love as brethren, to be pitiful and 
courteous; ſuch as are in want muſt be relieved, 
without which benevolence, we give but little proof 
of our love, either to our great Maſter, or his chil- 
dren. The profeſſion and obligations of every 
member of a chriſtian ſociety, oblige them to pro- 
mote each others happineſs and edification. 

Theſe different churches have alſo different views 
of ordination. The Church of England has its 
power of ordination in the Biſhop of a dioceſe; 
the Preſbyterians in the Preſbytery, and the Inde- 

adents in the church over which the minifter 1s 
to preſide. The two former ſuppoſe, that ordina- 
tion is eſſential to the miniſtry; but the latter think 
it can give a man no power but what he had be- 
fore. What is not conferred by Chriſt, cannot be 
obtained by any act of his ſervants. Ordination 
then, among us, is conſidered, not as giving 
any power, nor as authoring a man to preach, or 
adminiſter the ſacraments; but as a decent and or- 
derly introduction to the work of the Lord; as an 

”" open 


— 


* 


Nor is this power any more than an ability to diſpenſe ſa vors. 
as the almoners of their reſpective congregations. Far as I am 
from both the principle and love of lordly dominion in matters 
of religion, I fincercly wiſh there were many other foctetics, of 
equal power, and inelination to do good. Perhaps there is not 
one in this kingdom more venerable for its ſtanding, or more 
generally uſeful to chriſtianity. Animated by their example, 
other denominations have been ſtirred up to ſimilar exertions. 
They pretend to no ſuperiority. They neither give laws nor 
demand obedience. No example. can be given of their autho- 
ritative interference in either faith or practice, in any one iu- 
ſtance. From the board we receive e benefits; ; but from the 
bench we receive laws. 
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open avowal of a miniſter's religious ſentiments; 
and a reſpectable way of ſhe ing his connexion with 
his brethren. It gives an opportunity of inveſti- 
gating the nature of Chriſtian Churches; of point- 
ing out the duty of a Paſtor, and of enforcing the 
laws of the Houſe of God. It ſtirs up a young 
man to his duty in the divine ſervice, and binds 
him afterwards to adhere to the principles of his 
public confeſſion. It cements the affections of the 
miniſter and his congregation, and calls forth their 
reſolutions to walk together as becomes their ſpi- 
ritual relation. We humbly hope, and earneſtly 
pray, that theſe ends may be anſwered in the ſer- 
vices of this day. 
Having given this ſhort account of the' ent 
views of Chriſtian Churches, as profeſſed by three 
denominations of Chriſtians, we cheerfully ſubmit 
the matter to impartial minds, which is the moſt 
fimple, and the beſt: ſuited to the ſacred rule.— 
Chriſtianity in che times of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
was never ſufficiently ſtrong to conſtitute an Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. Every attempt of chat kind, had 
they deſired it, would have been wholly impracti- | 
cable. The controul of one ſociety of chriſtian 
profeſſors over another, would have ill ſuired the 
humility, and ſelf-denying ipirit of thoſe times. 

That which is moſt ſimple is moſt perfect. The 
larger the body of men, who act in any buſineſs, 
and in general the more confuſion. On the other 
hand, one man may be inadequate to matters of 
importance; but in the counſel of a few, who are 
immediately concerned, there is ſafety, Every 
individual congregation is certainly equal to the 
management of its own affairs; and to carry them 
farther, is not likely to promote the deſigns of true 
religion, in any particular place. 

The Independents ſuppoſe they derive their 
principles of Church- -government from the New 

Teſtament. 


„ 


Teſtament. They are not afraid of inveſtiga» 
tion, becauſe they think that exiſting circum- 
ſtances, in the times of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
forbad any other. They are certain, indeed, that 
. ſyſtem is unpopular. They know it gives 
o dominion, and but little emolument. It has 
pts been much enlivened by the ſmiles of royal 
favour. But few of the dignitaries of clerical 
eminence have believed in ir. The diſtance at 
which they ſtand from the poor defpiſed followers 
of Jeſus Chriſt, makes Independent Church govern- 
ment too inſignificant for their approbation. To 
ſubject 3 miniſter to the controul of a private 
ſociety, and put him on a level, in point of autho- 
rity, witb the reſt of the people, is very degrading. 
But ſo it 6vght to be, for we are not to be lords 
over God's heritage. We have no dominion over 
your faith, your practice, or your Church deciſions. 
We tender you our advice, and connect it with 
our prayers, and we pretend to no more. | 
Independency aims at no great things: It clips 
the wings of towering ambition, and lances the tu- 
mour of human pride. It does not place a man over 
pariſhes, nor confer on him the . honours of this 
world; but it leaves him nearly in the ſame fitua- 
tion with, its Founder, and bids him not to ſeek 
great things for himſelf : Encouraging his heart 
with the conviction that he copies the model ex- 
hibited 1n the Goſpel, he 1s content, not to aim at 
the honour which is from men, but from God only. 
Do not wonder then, that it makes no conſpicuous 
figure on the page of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; and is 
ſo much deſpiſed in general, by men who connect 
in their ideas the mitre and the crown. Search for 
it not in the records of men, but in the revelation 
of God. Adhere to it in humble poverty: Honour 
your cauſe by ſteadineſs, integrity, and obedience. 


Maintain your principles in the ſpirit of the Goſpel. 
Diſtinguiſh 
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Di&ingviſh between the rights of God in matters 


of religion, and the rights of men in civil govern- 
ment; and render to Cefor the things which are 
Cæſar s, and to God the things which are God's. 
Attend divine ordinances regularly; eſteem your 
Miniiter, and encourage his heart; walk circum- 
ſpectly towards thoſe that are without, as ornaments 
of Chriſtianity. In one word, love the Brother- 


hood, fear God, and honour the King. Thus your 


little intereſt will flouriſh, your numbers will in- 
creaſe, you will be edified, and made meet for 
Heaven, which is the great deſign of all religion: 


After Mr. Wypown had EE the queſtions, 
uſually propoſed on theſe ſolemnities, he made the 
ſubſequent declaration of his religious ſentiments, 

On fuch occaſions as theſe, I look upon it as 


peculiarly proper to aſſign a reaſon of the hope that 
is in us, and to make a public and ſolemn avowal of 


_ thoſe important doctrines, which conſtitute the 


glorious Goſpel of God our Saviour. ] rejoice in 
that liberty which allows us to think and worſhip as 


_ conſcience dictates; and, as I would judge of others, 


who differ from me by the rule of goſpel charity, 
it will not be an unreaſonable expectation, to hope 
for the ſame indulgence, wherein I may differ from 
them. 

As the foundation of all . . or 
revealed, I believe the exiſtence of one God, the 
firſt cauſe of all things; who in his nature is purely 
ſpiritual ; free from thoſe groſs properties and paſ- 


fions incident to, and inſeparable from corporeal 


beings ; polleſſed of all poſſible perfections, natural 
and moral; who created the univerſe by an act of 
his omnipotent will ; who upholds, and whoſe 
providence conſtantly PETIT and an all 


things. 
The 


„„ 
Fhe ſcriptures of che Old and New Teſtament 
are the word of God, given by the infallible in- 
ſpiration of the Spirit of God. 
The authenticity of this revelation ſtands ſup- 


ported by the. beſt of evidence; viz. miracles 
wrought by the finger of God; Fra given, and 


exactly accompliſhed hundreds of years afrerwards 8 


the majeſty and beauty of the ſtile; the ſublime 
glory of the doctrines; the untainted purity of the 
precepts; and the pleaſing effects produced by it 
on the conſciences of men; being completely cal- 
culated © for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto. every good 
work.” 

| I believe the ſcriptures reveal a trinity of perſons 
in the Godhead : That Father, Son, and Spirit, 
import more than a difference of character, —even 
a real, though ineffable diſtinction in the manner 
of the divine exiſtence : * That there are three 
which bear record in heaven,—the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe three 
are one.” 

The eſtate wherein God originally made man, 
was a ſtate of purity, perfection, and happinels ; 
but by tranſgreſſion our firſt parents broke the Jaw 
of their creation, forfeited all their happineſs, loft 
the image of God, became ſubject to the awful 
penalty annexed to diſobedience; and, as Adam 
was a covenant head, all his natural deſcendents 
fell in him, and are liable to the ſame miſery. 

Thar all mankind might not periſh in the ruins 
of the fall, the facred Trinity entered into a 
covenant of redemption, to raiſe ſinners from 
their apoſtate and ruined condition; and to bring 
them, through grace, to ſpiritual life and endleſs 
glory. In conſequence of this covenant, when the 


tuineſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his 
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Son, who aſſumed our nature, and in that nature, 
as a federal head, fulfilled all righteouſneſs; and, 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf upon the croſs, made a 
full atonement for fin. After he had lain the ap- 
pointed time in the grave, he burſt the bars of 
death, and having ſhewn himſelf alive from the 
dead, at various times, to choſen witneſſes, he 
aſcended to his throne of glory, where he ever 
hverth to make interceſſion for all who come unto 
God by him. 

No man can know, or believe in Chriſt Ex 
ſalvation, while in an unregenerate ſtare : therefore, 
the ſpecial influence of the Eternal Spirit 1s abſo- 
lutely neceffary, to make the Goſpel effectual, for 
enlightning our dark underſtandings to difcern 
our miſery, and the glory of Jeſus, "or ſubduing 
our ſtubborn wills to a cordial reception of his 
righteouſneſs, for our conformity to his moral 
image, and che Perfection of our happineſs in his 
kingdom. 

Juſtification J conſider as a judicial act of God, 
wherein, as a righteous Law-giver, he acquits the 
believing finner from every charge of guilt, on 
of the full ſarisfa&t ion matle for lin, 
by the death of his Son; and pronounces him . 
worthy of the life promiſed to the obedient on 
account of the conſummate righteouſneſs of the 
Redeemer, whoſe righteouſneſs is graciouſly im- 
puted to him, and received by © faith, which faith 
allo is the eifr of God.” 

Chriſt, as King in Zion, has appointed a ſtanding 
miniſtry in the Church, which he atteſts hy his Spirit, 
as his own Ea for the converſion of fin- 
ners, and the edification of his faints, in faith and 
holineſs; by the ſame Spirit he diipoſes and pre- 
pares his Miniſters, and by his Providence (exprel- 
ſed in the call of his Can ich) leads them out to 
the public exerciſe of their high and honourable 
vocation. This 


LS 


This ſervice conſiſts in a diligent attention to the 
adminiſtration of divine ordinances, more eſpecially 
public prayer, preaching. the word, baptiſm, and 
the ſupper of the Lord. Baptiſm I eſteem a ſacred 
ordinance, whereby the ſubject is dedicated to 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and regularly ſet apart 
as a viſible ſubject of Chriſt's kingdom. I believe 
there is a ſenſe in which the infant ſeed of baptized 
Chriſtians are holy to the Lord, and as ſuch, are 
proper ſubje&s of this ordinance, there being 
not a ſingle inftance, in the Neu Teſtament, 


wherein the baptiſm of ſuch infants was. deferred. 


till riper years. The Lord's Supper I regard as an 
ordinance peculiar to thofe who profeſs faith, in 


Chriſt, and who are able to diſcern the Lord's 
body, and to remember his death with ebene 


and love. 

I believe there is a a day fixed, in | the eternal conn- 
ſels of God, in which he will judge all the nations 
of 'mankind : When their bodies, which may have 
flumbered in the grave thouſands of years, (ſhall be 
raiſed from the duit, and be re-united to thoſe ſouls 
from which they were ſeparated by death : That 
then the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and 
every individual receive a ſentence according to the 
ſtate in which he died: That the: impenitent and 
unbelieving will be doomed to eternal difpair aad 
torment, under the wrath of God; and that the 
righteous ſhall enter into the celeſtial manſions 
with triumphant joy, and be for ever with the 
Lord. 

Thus I have particulariſed thoſe a60hines whith 
I deem the moſt important in religion, and which 
hope to inculcate and defend in my future mini- 
ſtrations. And I earneſtly entreat an intereſt in the 
prayers of all preſent, that I may ever approve my- 
ſelf to God, as a faithful ſervant in his N 
houſe. 
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My RezeEcTED Friend and BROTHER, 


S we have.no authority over your faith, we do 

not pretend to inveſt you with any new pow-- 
ers. Your right to preach the goipel yeſterday, 
was as valid as it can be to day, or in any future 
period of your life. We come to you, not as lords 
in the aſſumption of fuperiority, but as brethren, 
invited by you, in conjunction with your people, 


to witneſs your engagements, to aſſiſt you with our 
advice, and to offer up our fervent prayers,” to him 
who hath received gifts for men, that vou may oo: 


enriched with all his fulneſs. 

I afore myſelf, with regard to the duties I am 
called to-diſcharge, in the ſolemnities of this day, 
that your confidence i in the purity of my intentions, 


will ſuperſede the neceſſity of auy apology for the 


freedom with which I ſhall addrefs you; and that 


vour piety, with the bleſſing of our Lord Jefus, 


will ſecure and perpetuate the happineſs I debre for 
you, while | remind you, in the words of the apoſtle 
Paul, recorded in the iſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
the 4th chapter, and ſecond verſe, IT 1s REQUIRED 
1N STEWARDS, THAT A MAN BE FOUND FAITHFUL. 
How various, and how ftriking are the applica- 


tions of the ſacred writings, to the character you 


ſuſtain !' And how calculated to inſpire every ſen- 
timent and exertion, connected with your preſent 
| uſefulneſs, 


& 


{ 24 } 

vſefalnels, and your final exaltation before the Chief 
Shepherd and Bithop of fouls ! | 
From the dignity of your office, you are ited 
an Ambaſſader,—an ambeſſador of the King of kings. 
As one of his repreſentatives among the ſons of 
men, as intfuſted with the honours of his ſove- 
reignty; you muſt he ambitions to enlarge the 
bounds and increaſe the glory of his empire; you 
mult try every art, and ſtrive with all the energy 
of your foul, to perſuade the enemies of his govern- 
ment to lay down their arms, ſubmit to his ſeptre, 
and caſt themſelves upon his clemency. 

You are ſtiled a Biſhop ; obſerve then the leading 
traits of this character, as they are drawn by the 
maſterly hand of an inſpired apoſtle. A Biſhop 
muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of God, not ſoon 
angry, not ſelf-willed, not given to wine, no ſtriker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre; but a lover of good men, 
ſober, vigilant, apt to teach; juſt, holy, temperate ; 
that by ſaund doctrine, he may be able to exhort, 
and to convince the gain-layers, 

Son of man, God hath made you a Watchman in 
mount Zion. Here you are to watch for ſouls, as 
one that muſt give an account; therefore ſleep not 
as do others, but put on the armour of light, and 
endure hardneſs, that you may ſave the city of God 
from the depredations of the ſtrong man armed, and 
yourſelr from the degradation, ſhame, and miſery 
of neglecting your duty at the poſt of danger. 

In your miniſtry and general deportment, the 
people committed to your charge are authorized to 
expect the tenderneſs and care of a faithful Shepherd. 
If you feel that intereſt in them which is eſſential 
to this character, you will not flee when you ſee 
the wolf coming; but your ſympathy and courage 
will equal every exigence, and like the Shepherd 
of Iſrael, you will gather, and feed, and defend them, 


that they may not periſh, or wander from the fold: 
EVP 


: 


ni 


"May i it never be {aid of you, as of the Shepherds 
whom the Prophet Ezekiel fo awfully reproves:— 
The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was ſick, neither have 
ye bound up that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought again that which was driven away, 
neither have ye ſought that which was loſt; 
'but with force, and with cruelty have ye ruled 
them. 

The Miniſters of Jeſus are repreſented as Rcilful 
Builders, who, with becoming ſolicitude, collect, 
prepare, and arrange materials for the edifice, they 
| are engaged to raiſe, You know the foundation 
i "which is laid in Zion; upon this foundation you 
10 are to build, with gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones; 
then all the building fitly framed together, ſhall 
become a perfect temple ſor che eternal reſidence of 
the divine nature, 2 
| The church is compared to a vineyard, a field, 
1 a garden, in which you are to labour early and late; 
| in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon, With indefatigable 
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attention, ſtudy the nature of the ſoil ; let each part 
receive its neceſſary culture; and, in the exerciſe 


* of faith and prayer, wait for the ſruitful ſhowers. 
Flt The Lord of the harveſt has ſet you over this 
: „ church, as he ſays of Jeremiah, to root out, and to 
3 pull down, and to deſtroy, to build, and to plant, 

. and to water; and as he hath called you to ſo im- 


portant a work, he will give you his bleſſing, which 
maketh rich; fo, that although you now go forth 
weeping, you ſhall come again with rejoicing, 
a bringing your ſheaves with you. 

As one of the Angels of the church, you muſt ex- 
cel in wiſdom, purity, zeal, humility, and intimacy 
with the Lord Jeſus. Do the angels deſire clearer 
diſcoveries of the miſterious diſpenfations of re- 
.deeming love? So muſt you. Do they, with ex- 

| 35 et | panded 


Ti as] 


panded wings, ſtand before the throne of God, 


ready to execute his gracious. commands? With 


{uch alacrity you ſhould ſerve him, 1n all the paths 
of duty. Shall they deſcend with the trump of 
God and gather the elect from the four winds of 
heaven on the laſt day? So, you muſt go forth now, 


and with the ſilver trumpet of the goſpel, ſummons. 


the guilty and diſtreſſed, to the ſtandard of the 


croſs. — Is there joy among thoſe bleſſed intel- 
ligences, when a ſinner is converted from the er- 
ror of his ways? Thus will you rejoice in the pro- 


mulgation of evangelical knowledge and happineſs, | 


without reſpect to parties. 


To the dignity of an Ambaſſador, the devotion | 


of a Biſhop, the care and activity of a watchman, 


the ſkill of an architect, the labour of the huſband- 


man, and the wiſdom, purity, zeal, humility, and 
ſpirituality of an angel to theſe muſt be united 


the FIDELITY of a STEwaRD. The Lord has made. 


you ruler over his houſhold, to give them rheir 


portion of meat in due ſcaſon ; and bleſſed is that 
ſervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 


find ſo doing; for he mall give up his accounts 
with joy, and not with grief. 


To your care, the King of Zion hath committed, 
the oracles, the doctrines, the ordinances of his 


grace; the fouls of his creatures; the peace and 
proſperity of his houſe ; the honours of his cha- 
racter. Theſe are your chan . A charge of infinite 
importance, both to yourſelf and others. You are 
ſet for the fall and riſing again of many in Ifrael. 


S 
Your preaching will prove, to ſome, a ſavour of 


death unto death ; to others, we hope to many, the 


favour of life unto life. Various are the anxieties 
you will experience in relation to the iſſue of your 
engagements. What, thus you. will often reflect, 
What, if any of. theſe people ſhould be loſt ? be 
loſt through my neglect! What, if after preaching 
to 
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to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt away? Who 
is ſufficient for theſe things? Your work is indeed 
arduous, and innumerable obſtacles will oppoſe 
theinſelves to your ſucceſs ; but your ſufficiency is 
of God; and, while you confide in his promiſe, and 
ſiacerely aim to promote his deſigns, you will be 
inveſted with higher pretogatives than men of any 
other profeſſion ; you are made capable of ſublimer 
pleaſures ; and having kept the truft depoſited with 
you, and finiſhed your appointed labours, you will 
be exalted to greater glory. He who wins ſouls, 
is the beſt orator. He is the greateſt hero, who 


counts not his life dear in the cauſe of Chriſt; 
and he who is moſt uſeful in diſſeminating hn 


principles of eſſential truth, ſhall fill the higheſt 
throne, and wear the brighteſt crown, 1n the king- 
dom of heaven. 

But to animate you in the purſuit of your impor- 
tant and honourable vocation, it is neceſfary I 
ſhould particulariſe your ions; not as your 


teacher, but merely to put you in remembrance. 


Preach the whole counſel of God in application to 
the moral circumſtances of your hearers. Defcend 
to the loweſt capacity; bring the truth home to 
every bofom; and be ambitious of excelling in plain 
experimental, practical preaching. By a general 
ahſtract mode of inveſtigating doErines, you may, 
Iike the moon, give light; but when with generous 
fervour you urge them upon the heart you will in 
reſemblance of the ſun communicate both light and 
heat. Impenitent confciences are to be alarmed. 
You muſt warn every man, and teach every' man 


in all wiſdom. Reprove, rebuke, and exhort with 


all long ſuffering. Know the people of your im- 
mediate charge individually; watch over them 
with paternal attention and tender neſs; and often 
viſit them with a view to make inquiries relating 


to the ſtate of religion in their minds and families. 
I ake 


14 


Take Bere in hearing them add aſking them 
ueftions. In this way you may often collect valu- 
able materials for the exerciſes of the pulpit, and be 
better qualified to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to them 
that are weary, Hold the reins of diſcipline in 
your little ſociety with a ſteady hand; fee that every 
member regularly fills up bis place, and that bla 
uniformly adorns his profeſſion; and be very 
ticular in your paſtoral concern for the" eee 
members of your congregation. Inſtruct them in 
the doctrines you have received from God, and in 
the principles of your diſſept from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, that with wiſdom and meekneſs they: may 


give a reaſon of their hope, and mainrain the honour 


of their connexions' ago all ehe oppefivion' of 

Although your attention ſhould be pakete ufd 
engaged in this congregation, you are not to ſup- 
pole that your obligations extend no further. Out 
Lord Jeſus furniſhes a bright example of duty in 
going about to do good. Imbibe and cultivate 
a miſſionary ſpirit. Go and viſit the benighted 
villages round your Ration. Wait net for iavita 
tions but SEEK the loſt ſnecp; and ſhould no ft ĩendlyf 
door be opened to receive you, g into the Highways, 
and Janes, and ſtreets; for while ſome ridièule you 
as an enthuſiaſt, and while others perſecute you ag 
an impoſtor, he whoſe ſteps you follow, and of 


whoſe ſufferings you partake, will, at che laſt day, 


pronounce you a good and faithful ſervant, before 
an aſſembled world, Some of your brethref," by 
means of itinerant preaching in their neighbour- 
hoods, have confiderably increaſed the number of 
their hearers, and to ſüch -exertions many have 
aſcribed their firſt dawn of ſpiritual light. Others, 
eicher from indolenee, or coe .tuſneſs, or tenaciouſ- 
neſs of what they quaiatly call their regularity, or 


from the dread of being zealous over much, leave 
D | | towns 
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towns and villages to periſh for lack of knowledge, 


and never appear ſo animated as in their declama- 


tions againſt thoſe, who _ deſirous of making 
known "the ſavour of their Redecmer's name in 
every place, You: cannot heſitate, with which ot 
theſe. claſſes you ſhall caſt in your lot. 

Faithfolly to diſcharge the obligations thus par- 
ticularized, the Stewards of God muſt be renewed in 


the ſpirit of their minds, and aiZuated by pure principles. 


Some are moved to take upon them the office of 
Prieſt by the defire of emolument, and an eaſv 


genteel life: Others may probably engage in the 


work, uninfluenced by any, of thoſe bad motives 
which degrade their characters, or by thoſe divine 


principles which exalt them. But I perſuade myſelf, 
that in you the deſire of glorifying the Lord Jeſus, 


will triumph over all others. If the love of Jeſus, 
and of ſouls conſtrain you, your ſtudy will prove 
a Bethel, and your pulpit will be encircled with 
more glory than any throne of ſtate. With purity 


of principle, you muſt combine clear views of the 


truths which are to be the ſubjects of your miniſtry, 


As an honeſt man, you cannot preach what you do 


not believe, nor will you ever preach with picaſure 


to yourſelf, or with any fair proſpect of advantage 
to Others, what you doubt. When you compre- 


hend the deſign of the Spirit of God in the doctrines 
you diſcuſs, your tongue will be as the pen of a 
ready writer, and your words will diſtil as the dew. 
Whatever advantages you may derive from com- 
mentators, you cannot, in the full ſenſe of the 


apoſtle, rightly divide the word of truth, unleſs 


ou look up to him whoſe prerogative it is to re- 


veal and apply the truth to your mind. Preachers, 
without ſpiritual illumination, are like ſun-dials in 


a cloudy day; they exhibit, by certain external 
* "4 the deſign for which they are formed ; but 


are 
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are of no uſe till the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe and 
ſhine upon them. eq HEE "4 | 

Impreſſed with the divinity of theſe minen 
you will accompany all your private and public ex- 
horcations, with frequent and earneſt prayer; for 
thus every good and every perfect gift cometh down 
from the Father of lights. Aſk, and you ſhall re- 
ceive. Cultivate a devotional ſpiriti' Be cheerful 
without levity ; and ferious, without gloom; As 
you value life and peace, be ſpiritually minded. 
To be habitually affected with the majeſty and: 
love of God, to engage all your powers in the con- 


templation of the Saviour's glory, and in the pro- 


motion of his purpoſes; to be ready on all occaſions 
to ſpeak of him among his friends, and for him 
before his enemies, as the ſupreme object of your 
delight; to count the ſouls you win, the only gain 
worthy of your ambition; to enjoy divine fellow. 
ſhip with your people, in occaſional interviews, 
and ſtated' ſeaſons of worſhip; to live in the humble 
aſſurance of your Maſter's preſent 'approbation, and 


the everlaſting fruition of his ſmiles :—Theſe things 
will make you, like the harbinger of Jeſus, a hurn- 


ing and aſhining light; they will prove the brighteſt 
orgaments of your character ; they will ſecurs the 
great objects of your miſſion, and Perpetuate your, 
remembrance beyond the grave. : 

As a faithful ſteward, you will endeavour to be 


holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate' from ſin- 


ners. I cannot be ſuppoſed ro make this remark. 
with the deſign of conveying any reflection, 'or to 


hint the leaſt ſuſpicion. May no ſtain ever reſt upon 


the purity of your moral reputation. But as a man 
beſer with ſnares, and ſubject to infirmities, you 


know in what need you ſtand of caution from your 
brethren, and of grace from God. You know 
how you ought to watch and pray againſt the de- 


luſions of the world, and the ſubtle malice of your 
"BY grand 
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. 
grand adverſary. Under the Moſaie economy, 
none were admitted to the prieſthood, but ſuch as 
were in a ſtate of eminent conformity to the divine 
nature; and, under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, 
the irreligion, and profane lives of preachers have 
produced the greateſt miſchief to the cauſe of truth. 
An immoral clergy have long been the bane of the 
eſtabliſhed hierarchy. To ſay nothing of their ge- 
neral attachment to the gaieties and pleaſures of 
the world, many of them are degraded by ſubjec- 
tion to the baſeſt vices, and but few are diſtin- 

guiſhed by that heavenly mindedneſs, and zeal, 
in ſeeking the loſt ſheep of the houſe of lirael, 
which are required by the Biſhop of ſouls. _ Con- 
cern for che honour of religion, and compaſſion for 
ſouls, muſt eonſtrain you to deplore the exiſtence of 
theſe awful facts, and infpire you with a full deter- 
mination to reverſe them in your own deportment. 
Were you as orthodox as an angel, without a cor- 
reſponding proportion of holinefs in heart and life 


you would be as the founding braſs or the tinkling 


cymbal. You would depreſs the hopes of Zion's 
friends, you would form the ſneers, and conſtitute 
the ttiumphs of infidels. _ | | 

With unremitted diligence apply W to the 
improvement of your mental and acquired abilities. 
Love retirement; riſe early; ſet your work in order, 
and purſue it wich the ardour and ſolicitude which 
characterize the men of the world in their concerns. 
It is your duty to viſit, and to take care of your do- 
meſtie concerns; but the beſt, and greateſt portion 
of your time, muſt be devoted to God in private. A 
famous actreſs, receiving many invitations to the 
houſes of the great and opulent, excuſed herſelf 
from accepting any of them, becauſe. her time was 
due to the public; that ſhe might prepare herſelf 
in the moſt perfect manner to appear before them 
for their entertainment. When a clergyman, ſays 
a late 
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late excellent writer, is invited to ſpend his hours 
at card-playing, or chit-char meetings, has he not 
an apology to make of the ſame kind, but of a 
more important and intereſting nature? And, if he 
be deficient in the duties of his profeſſion, for want 
of ſo exculing himſelf, will not this actreſs riſe up 
in judgment againft him, and condemn him ? 

| Redeem the ſeaſon of youth ; and every day lay 
up in ſtore fomething valuable for the time to come. 
With theſe views give attendance : to reading. In 
almoſt every baok, deſerving the atrention os a ſen- 
ſible man, you will meet with ſomething to aſſiſt you 


in the compoſition of your fermons : But let the 


ſacred writings occupy the chief place in your af- 
fections. Study them with intenſe application; 
that you may bring out of their inexhauſtible trea- 
ſures things new and old. You are called an ex- 
temporaty preacher ; but God forbid you ſhould 


ever be ſuch in the literal import of the term, at 


leaſt when under no providential difability- for 


ſtudy. Labour in your clofet, as if you had no 


expectations of ſpiritual aſſiſtance in the pulpit; 
and, preach with ſuch unreferved dependance upon 
the Holy Spirit, as you would profeſs to do, if you 
had not previouſly ſtudied. Dr. Hammond always 
had a ſuhject under conſideration, that whatever 
courſe of reading he purſued, he never failed to 


meet with ſomething to his purpoſe. For this rea- 
ſon, he no ſooner had finiſhed one fermon, but he 


immediately had another in hand: Thus, he was 


never idle, and all his ſtudies turned to preſent ac- 


count. He never walked out without a book, and 
had always one laying open in his chamber. Some 
pteachers ſeldom think of preparing for the folem- 
nities of the Sabbath, till the cloſe of the week; 


and foine never prepare; good men, they will 
preach by the ſpirit ; and fo they do. But by what 
ſpirit? The ſpirit of indolence, infatuation, and 
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preſumption. In vain did the man in the fable 
pray for help, white he did not ſet die ſhoulders to 
the wheel. | 

And, remember; that to „ your e rides 
fant to yourſelf, and your attainments profitable to 
others, you muſt imbibe a meek and affedtionate 
remper. Speak the truth in Love. Do not preach 
the doArines of the croſs as-the mere creed of a 
party; nor ever introduce names of diſtinction in 
a ſpirit of angry invective. Phis, fo far from con- 
vineing and winning the advocates of error, will . 
increaſe their diſguſt with the truths which you have 
declared to be the objects of your faith; and will 
;nvicorate' their enmity againſt them. Some men, 
diſciples of Jeſus I dare not call them, ſeem to have 
no idea of evidencing their atzachment to truth, 
but by hard ſpeeches, and perſecuting conduct. 
Theſe are they, who involve the character of infinite 
goodneſs, in the horrors of tyranny ; they convert 
religion into a ſyſtem of barbarous arrogance; and 
render themſelves incapable of all that is reſpectable 
in devotion, or that is animating in the n, 
of an approving conſcience. 

Would you confute erroneous opinions! ? Preach 
the goſpel in language correſponding with its native 
genius. © O how careful, ſays the pious author of 

rhe Chriſtian Armour, 15 God, that nothing ſhould 
he in the preacher to prejudice the ſinners judgment, 
or harden his heart againſt the offer of his grace 
r the ſervant be proud and haſty, how ſhall they 
know the maſter is meek and patient? God would 
have them do nothing to make the breach wider, 
or to hinder a happy cloſe betwixt him and them, 
He that will take the bird, muſt not ſcare it. A 
froward, peeviſh meſſenger i is no friend to him that 
ſends him. Sinners are not to be pelted with ſtones = 
of hard provoking r but wooed by heart- 
melting 
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melting exbortations.“ O] then have compaſſion 


on the ignorant, and on 1885 that are out of the way. 


[ would reſpectfully adviſe you not to interfere 
with political diſcuſſions in the pulpit. Many of 
our brethren in the national church hage ſtrikingly 
exemplified the inutility and folly of fucl: preac bing. 
They have joined the potſherds of the earth in, the 
ſtrife of the times ; and with, a, degtee of aſperity 
not to-be juſtified, in reference to the moſt guilty 
of men, they have aſeribed ſcatimeats to, Us, as 
Diſſenters, Which they themſelves cannot more 
abhor than we do; and as if they were combined 
to revive the reign 5 perſecution, with a degree of 
unanimity to which they are ſtrangers on almoſt 
every other occaſion, they have pronounced us un- 
worthy of our partial immunities, and all the, rights 
of civil ſociety. The old cry of Diſaffection to tlie 


ſtate, has oper aſſiſted the charitable deſigns | 


of the Church. In, vain, haye we aſlerted our at- 
fection for the land of our nativity ; ia vain; have we 


appealed to the ſtrongeſt evidence, that ſuch, afſer- 


tlons are ſincere. Our ſubmiſſion, is fill imputed 
to neceſlity, and our profeſions are treated as the 
ebullitions of hypocriſy and fear. 

Beware of ſuch apoſtacy from tlie temper and 
example of Jeſus Chriſt. . A Clergyman, whether 


of the Eſtabliſhed Church, or a Diſſenter, Who 


devotes his time in public, or his zeal in private, 
to itritate the paſſions, and depreciate the f religious 
reputation of his neighbours, grofsly libels the 
character he bears, and does unipeakable injury to 
the cauſe he is bound to promote, Amidit the 
fire-brands of miſrepreſentation, and the,arrows of 
invective, poſſeſs your foul in patience. Betray 
no diſpoſition to retaliate. To every temptation 
of party violence, let the anſwer of Nehemiah to 
Sanballat and his aſſociates, be your's:— I am 
doing a great work, fo that 1 cannot come down: 
| Why 
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Why ſhovld the work ceaſe, while'T leave it, and 
come down to you?“ 

Various eircumſtances may occur to try your 
temper, within the bounds of your own. con- 
nexions. Yet, under all you ht be gentle, even 
as'a nurſe cherijheth her cbildren. No affairs 
of private pique ſhould ever be mentioned, or 
even hinred at in this place; nor ſhould you 
here ſacrifice a moment in replying to the at- 
tacks of malevolence. Be like that philoſopher, 
who when told he had been defamed by ſome of 
his enemies, meekiy anſwered, Never mind; T wilt 


fo live that nobody ſhall believe them. A miniſter 
of religion without- meckneſs, is like a ſhip on a 


boiſterous fea without ballaſt, How many young 
men of promiſing abilities have 1 ſeen loft to the 


Church of Chriſt by a peeviſh, (irritable, haughty 


temper? O, ſave yourſelf from this untoward 
generation, conſidering him who endured fuch 
contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf ! 

Wich affection, you muſt aſſociate prudence.— 


reer ſituation particularly requires the exerciſe of 


this virtue. What are miniſterial abilities withoor 
affection? And what is affection without prudence ? 
Your lor is caft where'the principles of bigotry are 
hvely and active; where the grounds of non-con- 
formity are very partially underſtood ; and, where, 
in all probability, they will be much oppoſed : 

therefore, you ſhould be ſtudioas to maintain in your 


deportment, the wiſdom of the ſerpent, and the 


ingocence of the dove. Often review your ſitua- 
tion. Familiarize the leading features of the ſociety 
Over Which you preſide. Walk in wiſdom towards 
them that are without. Become all things to all 
men, that you may gain ſome. Your proſpect of 
uſe fulneſs in this barren part of the vineyard, is v 
calculated to animate your hopes; and although 
you can do nothing without the bleſſing of God, 
that 


L 


that vleſſing is ſo ſore, if you act with propriety, 
that your brethren, and friends will, in ſome 
meaſure, aſcribe to you, the diſappointment of 
their defires, | and expectations. But, While 1 
thus ſpeak, I indulge the pleafing confidence, 
that your ſenſe as a man, your 1 as a chriftian, 
and your concern for the honour of Chriſt as u 
miniſter, will effectuully avert the evils we de- 
precate, and fecure the ds. we. he eons 
deſire for you. 

As a faithful dteward in the heute of God; you 
will receive 4 great, an infinite reward. While 
you do not ſhun to declare the whole counſel af 
God, with fidelity and zeal; while your ſpirit and 
conduct imitate the illuſtrious example of Jeſus; 
you will enjoy the teſtimony of Enoch, that you 
pleaſe God; and your miniſtry, like the gentle rain 
ſucceeded by the benign influences of the fun; will 
make the deſart barren ſoul bloſſom as the roſe, 
and revive as the corn. At the ſame time your 
own mind will be as a field which the Lord -hath 


blefſed. Although the archers may forely grieve 


you, and ſhoot at you, and hate you, your 
will abide in ſtrength, and the arms of your hands 


be made ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty God 
of Jacob. You will have meat to eat that others 


know not of, and Joys which the ſtranger inter- 
meddleth not with. Whatever you fnay ſuffer from 


the enmity of man, be ſtill and know that in the 


kriendthip of God, your conſolations will abound. 


Behold he hath made you this day, as à defeniced 


city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, Lo! 
he is with you, and he will never Ran "yo ior 

forſake you. £34601 L 
When you are tempted to rontleds, 1 may of- 
ten be the caſe, chat you labqur in vain, tecolle& 
who hath ſaid, —As the rain cometh down, _— the 
E now 
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fnow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread 
to the eater, ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth; it ſhall accompliſh that! which 
1 pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in:the thing whereto I 
ſent it. Your uſefulneſs may be concealed - from 
your knowledge; but what you know not now, you 
ſhall: know hereafter. Hundreds with whom you 
have had no acquaintance in this life, may, in the 
world to come, acknowledge themſelves indebted 
to your inſtrumentality for their ſalvation. When 
your ſky is cloudy and dark; your way rough and 
thorny ; when your ſoul is caſt down, and your 
harp hung upon the willows, reflect on the various 
ſources of conſolation, opened for your relief, in 
the ſacred writings. Under all your afflictions, 
aſſure yourſelf, of being comforted with thoſe con- 
ſolations, by which you have comforted others, 
When the candle of the Lord ſhone round about 
you. Your own fleece ſhall not remain long dry, 


while the dew of covenant”; love reſts vpn your 


Aock.- + 

As a eniniſter, ivings in. the miri of. Chriſt, and 
W unreſerved devotion, to his praiſe, men once 
ready to periſh will riſe up and call you bleſſed; in 
life you will ſecure the affection and prayers. of your 
people, and, in ſome inſtances at leaſt, the reſpec 
of the world; and rezoicing-1in the teſtimony. of an 
approving one ende you will come down to your 
grave like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his 
ſeaſon. Lift up your head; rejoice and be exceed 
ing glad, for as his ſufferings abound in you, ſo 
your comforts will alſo abound by him. You are 
more capable of happineſs than any other character 


ia the world, for your ſole buſineſs is to converſe 


vith ea in his truth and ordinances; and thus 
you 


t 35 1 


you will find an ineſtimable reward in your work, 
and on the accompliſhment of it the angel of 
the Lord ſhall deſcend and wave the olive 
branch of peace over your dying bed, and con- 
duct you, crowned with laurels, to the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high ; where you will 
ſhine as the brigheneſs of the firmament for ever 


and ever. 


2 HE 


»,4 : 


* 


r 
— Mars - ney mon in 5 m> 


* 


1 TY , ee 1 * * 
2 ²³ — ͤ qt — 8 
N 


— 


| 

2 

1 
3 8 

7 1 [1 

WA F 
v.57 * * 
RV $: 
2 " 
hed | 1 
ih 1 15 
68 


<4 wr mort; nmr ghm 
2 —— U— 


2 — > 
r 
— 1 + oe - - 


x A Rm 


4 ION e e "= . 
FFF 


— GT _ . 2 — 
. (rn 8 8 — 
4 6 . 4 c g I 2 
> — — , 
* © = Ie: 2 5 
r 7 


LAPS 
— 


3 
— = 
iD 
c-Si N 
<< x} TEST 3 Ee iu 


= I POET AED nn. 

» — — 
„ 6.4 GA ata * 
933 As 


— 


— = 
r FS 3 * n 
- — Ss 


. nn 
1 7 — 
— INOR 


— An 
r "ov 


— —_— ” Is 


. A ＋ 2 — = p 2 PRI 
— — ——— 2 — — —— ——— — 88 e 
- * 


K 
5 — * 42 
* 2 — — 
. S 
e 9. 


* 


PE Rare — ——ͤ —⏑õ 
4 
x on ue I I Ts * 
CES » 
== * Fi e 
3 2 * 
* = , mung; 
N N 


2 a 0g towering ee rt 6 vo 


- 


« == DER % VT — — —— — 1 — — 2 
a 3 Y i So — 2 — 8 2 = : {> — == mi ; 
* — « ; 4226. 197 e 
rd 3 © 22 * — 12 - " = * K * = - = 2 7 om, 
Po A OA BT; Po RE EE A ConA” 25 ; " — — 
— __ _ — — — 1 eee e r e =; b 18 a 2 * ö 0 — 
* . 1 * 3 a 327 44 £ I'S . 8 — — =: => — ——— *_-© ; J - 1 a han. , * 
* — N » . Set "A - — 35 <p 5 — 
** 8 1 2 0 ; _y x * wy Nr -r — Fen i IS N 5 * 9 I 4 — = 
2 is I 4 8 « * e * 8 — 
* * * —— fie oo Te . L530 x 
- 4 4 15 = 5 * 


W nu >. 


THE 


SERMON. 
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RULY important, is the buſineſs which 
brought us together this day; and which 

hath ſo far engaged our attention. | truſt, my dear 
brethren and friends, the ſolemnities of our preſence 


meeting, afford joy in heaven among the angels of 


God. | flatter myſelf, they will be attended with 
ſuitable effects on. our hearts. Our preſent em- 


ployment is intimately connected with the glory 


of God; and I hope, our ultimate aim is nothing 
leſs. It is not poſſible it ſhould be any thing higher. 
God himſelf, in all his works, never loſes fight of 
his own glory, neither ſhould we. Our chief end 
is to glorify, and enjoy him for ever. While our 
preſent work aims at the glory of God as its ulti- 
mate end, it has further for its object, as ſubſervient 
to that end, nothing leſs than the eternal ſalvation 


of immortal ſouls. Where a goſpel miniſtry is 


eſtabliſned, the end deſigned, is not only the 
Miniſter's own ſalvation, but likewiſe the ſalvation 
of them that hear him. Theſe ſublime objects 
include others of great magnitude, to which alſo - 
our preſent exerciſes are directed: They are the 


overthrow of Antichriſt's kingdom ; the deſtruction 
of ſpiritual Babylon and Sodom; the demoliſhing 
of Sztan's ſtrong-holds, and the complete emanci— 


pation of his poor deluded ſlaves. To be a party 
| = concerned, 


ee 
concerned, in traſactions ſo ſolemn, and of ſuch im · 
portance, affords a pleaſing ſatisfaction, which nei · 
ther the wealth: of all the nations in the world can 
purchaſc, nor all the trophies which ſwell the tri- 
umphs of conquering hero's, can ever produce; 
The part which devolves upon me, is to addreſs: a 
few words to you who have called our brother 
to take upon him that weighty charge, which he 
- hath this day publicly and ſolemnly accepted. 

My Chriſtian-friends, I would ſay unto you in 
the words of the Author of the Epiſtle to the Heb- 
rews, Chap. Kiil. v. 21. I BESEECH YOU, BRETHRES, 
SUFFER THE WORD OP EXHORTATION. I have a 
word to ſpeak unto you, I/, On the duties you owe 


to your Paſtor, 24ly, On the duties you owe to ones = 


another, and 3dly, On thoſe which, as profeſſing 
Chriſtians, you owe to men in general.  _ 

I. As to your Paſtor, Let me exhort you to eſteem 
him highly. This 1s a duty altogether reaſonable, 
and plainly included, in many other duties, which, 
as Chriſtians, you are bound to perform. Is it a 
Chriſtian's duty to love his enemy? how much 
more to love his Paſtor! All will agree that chil- 
dren ſhould love their parents; ſurely then, none 
will deny but that Chriſtians ſhould love their fa» 


thers and feeders in Chriſt! The divine precept, 


on this ſubject, is quite explicit. It runs thus, 
Know them which labour among you, and are 
© over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you; and 
© eſteem them very highly in love for their work's 
<« fake.'! If the nature and end of their office be 


conſidered, together with the greatneſs, the glory, 


and authority of him who hath qualified them for 
it, and called them to it, with their own zeal and 
fidelity in the diſcharge thereof, they will be found 
entitled to the higheſt regard. If a maſter regard his 
faithſul ſervant, ſurely a people ſhould regard their 
faithful Miniſter! He is a Steward of the my 

| tertes 


3 . 
teries of God. He is over them in the Lord. Fe 
rules well, and labours in the word and doctrine. | 
He is an Ambaſſador for Chriſt. He is an Ange! 
ſent with glad tidings of great joy. He loves che 
people. He travels in birth till Chriſt be formed 
in them. He watches for their ſouls, as one that 
muſt give an account. He wants not to fleece, 
but to feed his flock. For them he ftudies, and 
for their falvation he ardently longs. For this he 
is willing to ſpend, and be ſpent. la this the 
happineſs of his life, is in a meaſure wrapped up. 
He looks forward to the ſalvation of his people, as 
the crown of his. e for ever. Surely ſuch 
a man is entitled to eſteem !' He is a bleſſing to the 
place where he reſides, and an honour to the coun- 
try to which he belongs. Such men are the lights 
of the world, and the ſalt of the earth. They who 
are haters and deſpiſers of them, have no genuine 
love, either for their God, their king, wen e 
or themſelves. 

2dly, Let me exhort vou, not only to elleem 
your Paſtor highly, but alſo to pray for him fer- 
vently. I am preſuming that you are a pray- 
ing people; for he that lives without prayer, lives 
without God in the world. When a finner is 
once converted, behold, he prayeth ! ka this ex- 
erciſe he mult perſevere, till the Lord Jeſus ſhall 
receive his departing ſpirit. Now, he that prays 
for himſelf, muſt, and will, pray for his Miniſter. 
But many times there is a ſhameful: backwardneſs 
in the beſt, to this neceſſary and profitable employ- 
ment. The many calls and exhortations thereto in 
che facred ſcriptures, together with the melancholy 
experience of all the ſaints of God, make it evident 
to a Gemonſtration, This hateful backwardneſs 
muſt not be indulged, but oppoſed. Jeſus ſpake 
a parable, to this end, that men ought always to 
pray. Tlie apoſtolic injonctions, on this ſubject, 


are ſuch as theſe, Pray without cealing,” Pray 
& always 


L 1 
* aiways with all prayer,” &c. But my preſent 


object is to excite your prayers,” not only for yours. 


lden but for your Miniſter. He needs your peti- 
tlons, and he is not too proud to beg them of you. Bo 
not deny him this reaſonabſe req veſt.” Paul defired 
the Epheſians to pray for him, that utterance might 
be given him, and that he might open his mouth 
boldly, to make known the myſtery of the goſpel. 

He ſaid to the Theſſalonians, Brethren; pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free courſe, 
and he glorified. - If the apoſtles ſtood in need of 
the prayers of the Churches, ſurely we may be ſup- 
poſed: to ſtand in greater need thereof. Our work is 
of a ſimilar kind, our oppoſition in it is ſo too, and 
we are not ſo vain and fooliſn as to think our- 
ſelves ſtronger and better qualified for it than they 
were, for we know:| the contrary. Pray then, for 
us, for our aſſiſtance, our ability, our encourage: 
ment and ſucceſs in the work of our God. While 
your Paſtor is faithful to his God, and diligent in 
his work, he, like his great Maſter, will have to 
bear his teſtimony againſt the world, that the deeds 
thereof are evil; and, when ſuch is the caſe, he 
need not be ſurpriſed, to receive in return, as his 
Lord before him did, the hatred of the world. Un- 


godly men may deride, deſpiſe, and even-curſe him, 


_ as they did the prophet Jeremiah; but1f'fe have the 
curſes of the wicked, I hope he will have theprayers 
ot his Flock, and the .bleffing of his God. Theſe 


Willi comfort him in private, when the wicked revile 


hum in public. The benefit to be expected by your 
prayrrsſor him, is more than I can deſeribe. Cor- 
ne lius did not pray in vain, neither ſnall you. The 
prayers of the Church were heard for Peter, and fo 
ſnall yours be heard for your Paſtor: now. O, 
then, forget not to pray, and in your prayers forget 


not your Miniſter: Be aſſured, in his prayers, he will 


be inindful of you; and make mention of you; ſo in 
7 4:34 ; | i 12 PET yours, 


— 


2 ] 


n be mindful, and make mention of him. What 
a comfort is it, buken Paſtors and Churches receive 
mutual blefings, in anſwer” to their mutual ſuppli- 
cations ! N 

Jah, In tonnexion with your affections and peti. 
tions for your Paſtor, let me exhort you to be 
diligent in your attendance on his private and 


public miniſtrations. The precept which binds 


him to preach the word, is binding on you to 
hear the word preached. | If the word do not 
profit thoſe who mix not faith wich hearing. how 
can it profit thoſe who do not hear it at all? When 
dur Saviour ſays, Take heed what you hear, and 
te how you hear, it muſt imply a taking heed 
that we hear. It may be expected, that when Mini- 
ſters give an account of their preaching, people 
muſt give an account of their hearing; and, at the 
ſame time, why they have omitted to hear. Many 
profeſs to love the miniſtry of the goſpel, who, for 
trifling reaſons, neglect the ordinances thereof. 
This diſtreſſes the heart of their Miniſter, »incou- 


Tapes others in careleſſneſs, and weakens the evi- 
dences of their own ſincerity. The buſy enemy of 


our ſalvation, the infidious world through which 
we paſs, and our own treacherous hearts, are all 
confederate to prevent our ſpiritual improvement. 
They combine their deſtructive cunning and arti- 
fice, to excuſe our abſence from thoſe places where 


it is our beſt intereſt ro go. My friends, Jet nothing 


Keep you from divine ordinances, which wood not 
detain you from fairs and markets. Conſider the 
importance of your buſineſs in the houſe of God; 
you have to hear his moſt holy word; to ſiag hie 
moſt worthy praiſe, and to aſk of him, who has 
every thing to give, thoſe things which are neceſſary 
both for your bodies and your ſouls; Confider. what 
recious ſeaſons have been enjoyed under the found 
of the goſpel ! How calculated the word is for your 
comfort and edification in righteouſneſs! Conſider 
1 what | 


what unbelieving Thomas loſt, and what many have 
loſt, by being abſent where the Lord is more im- 
mediately preſent. Know, that when your Miniſter 


ſtands here, he deſires to be your mouth to God, 


and his mouth to you. He will wiſh to ſpeak a 
word in ſeaſon, both to you, and for you; and 
would you then willingly be abſent? Let me hope 
better things. Come regularly, come conſtantly, 
come in time, and bring your hearts with you; or, 
rather let them be before you. As new born babes, 


deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that you may 


grow thereby. When your Paſtor has laboured to 
provide your raving food, 1n proportion; to the 
greatneſs of his love for your ſouls, his forrow will 
be great, that 4 have not come to partake. He 


loves you, and as ſuch, deſires not to ſee your 


pews empty, but your bodies preſent,, and ſome 
tokens that your ears and hearts are open to receive 
with meekneſs the engrafted word, Which is able 
to ſave your ſouls. Come then, let me entreat you, 
come to the houſe of God; but not to trifle, not 
to ſleep, not to criticiſe, but to ſing and pray with 
the ſpirit, and to hear as for eternity. 

Aibh, I would exhort you to imitate your Miniſter's 5 
example, ſe far as he copies after Chriſt. I flatter my- 
ſelf he will not be one of thoſe preachers, that have 
to requeſt their people to do as they ſay, but not as 
they do. I cruſt, he will be an example of the be- 
lievers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
faith, in purity. It was the apoſtle's ambition, and 
I hope is ours, not to be Lords over God's heritage, 


but enſamples to the flock. Luke writes an ac- 


count of all that Jeſus began both to do and to 
teach. Paul could ſay, Be ye : followers of me, even 


as I alſo am of Chriſt. Your Miniſter will mind 


that his life be a living ſermon; and, that by his 
living, as well as by his preaching, he may com- 


mend the truth to every man's conſcience, Go ye 
| | and 
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and d like wife. Remember them; ſays an apoſtle, 


who have ſpoken unto you the word of God, .con- 
ſidering the end of their converſation. Happy, hap- 
Þy people; who imitate thoſe Miniſters that are 
blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given 
to hoſpitality, but not to covetouſneſs and wine ; 
who are no brawlers, nor ſtrikers, nor proud; but 
who are grave, and patient, and bleſſed with a good 
report of them who are without. | 

thy, and laſtly, Let me exhort you to ſpariputhize 
with him, and not forſake him in his afflictions. You 
will not need many arguments to convince you, that 


your Miniſter, from the nature of his employment, 
and the anxiety often attending the ſame, may be fre- 


quently ſubject to bodily indiſpoſitions. He is 
equally liable to croſſes in his family, and adverſi- 
ty in the world, with yourfelves. The devil is as 
much an adverſary to him, as he is to any of you. 
His office to point out Satan's devices, and to teſti- 
ſy againſt the world's wickedneſs, will not fail to 
procure him enemies ſrom thoſe quarters; ſo he 
may be reaſonably expected to have many tempta- 
tions, trials, and perſecutions, peculiar to thoſe 
who faithfully diſcharge the office which he has 


undertaken, When perſecution, for the word's 


ſake is permitted to ariſe, the perſecutors generally 
begin firſt with the preachers. They {mite the 
Shepherds that the ſheep may be ſcattered... When 
the. Great Shepherd was ſmitten, his' friends for- 
ſook him and fled. In times of trial, many have 
proved *that the fleſh is weak. When Paul was 
arraigned for the cauſe of his Lord, no man had 
courage to appear on his behalf. At my firſt an- 
ſwer, ſays he, no man ſtood with me, but all men 
forſook me: I pray God that it may not be laid 
to their charge. My friends, take heed, that your 
Miniſter may never have to ſay of you, as Paul had 
of Demas, “ ROY have forſaken me.“ If his love 

| mop 
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fot the truth conſtrain him to defend it againſt all 
oppoſition and in the midit of perſecution ;.it would 
be baſe ingratitude in you to forſake him; but I 
hope better things of. you, and that you will not 
forſake him ſhould he be brought into diſtreſs, 
eſpecially by means of his zeal, in promoting your 
ſalvation. In ſuch a caſe, I truſt you will be like 
Oneſiphorus to Paul, who- oft refrethed him, and 
was not aſhamed of his chains, bur when Paul was 
a ſufferer at Rome, ſought him out very diligently, 
and found him. The prefent times are ſomewhat 
alarming, and thoſe who have courage to proteſt 


againſt eſtabliſhments which they do not believe. 


Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed, are often branded, as per- 
ſons diſaffected to rhe civil conſtitution of their 


country: As if a perſon, muſt necefſarily deprive. 
Cæſar of the things which are his, merely becauſe 


he withholds from him, the things which, in his 
conſcience, he believes to be God' S. As men in 


ower hecome deſtitute of candour; and give 


themſelves licence to cenfure, without evidence of 
guilt; the objects of their diflike, have ground for 
alarm. It will not hurt either miniſter or people 
to prepare tor the worſt. Our Lord apprized his 
followers of heavy ſufferings, and his Apoſtles fore- 
warned the churches of fiery trials; but this they 


did, not to damp their zeal by intimidating their 


ſpirics but to prevent their ſurpriſe, and rouſe 
their ardour, in proportion, as trials and oppoſi- 
tion ſhould reader the exertions of it neceſſary. 
i. hope you will never behold your Miniſter 1a 
bonds, but if you ſhould, I truſt it will be for 
nothing worſe than bearing his teſtimony for 
Chriſt; and then you will have po need to be 


came of his chains, 


In the mean time withhold not from him, as « ha | 


need may require, and your ability will admit, for 


his temporal ſupport, 1 hope he is like minded 
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with the Apoſtle, whe would work with his hands, 
rather than be burdenſome to the churches. Bur 
let me intreat you fo conſider, that the ordinance 
of God is, „That he who is taught in the word, 
muſt communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
things.” The Lord hath ordained, that they Who 
preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel. There 
is nothing unreaſonable in this inſtitution. God 
would not be its author, if ſuch were the caſe. — 

Accordingly, obedience to it, is enforced by the 
general reaſon of things, Who goeth a warfare at 
his own charges ? Who planteth a vineyard, and 
eateth not of the fruit? Who feedeth a flock, and 
eateth not of the milk of the flock ? The Jaborious 
ox muſt have his food. Surely the workman is 
worthy of his meat! If your miniſter then ſow unto 
you ſpiritual things, you will nor think it much to 
let him reap a little of your carnal things. If he 
muſt be given to hoſpitality, and give himſelf 
wholly to the work of the miniſtry, not entangling 
himſelf with the affairs of this life, then he muff 


have the means of ſubſiſtence and hoſpitality pro- 


vided for hin. I would not be conſidered in this 
part of my exerciſe, as a begging friar. I am 
neither begging for myſelf, nor for your paſtor; 
but merely pointing out the Chrifttan's duty, and 


the reaſonableneſs of it, according to the ordinance 
of Chriſt. Some may think we cannot be faithful 


becauſe we cannot compel our ſalaries; or ſue for 
tithes ; but this, ro ſay the leaſt of it, 1s little leſs 
than a libel on the inſtitutions of Chriſt, and the 
character of Chriſtians. It may imply that they 
who think ſuch things of us, ſuſpe& what they 
themlelves would be, were they circumſtanced in 
that reſpect as we are; but if ever they come to 
act as we do, and that with fincerity upon the 
principles which we profeſs, all ſuch thoughts will 
be diſpelled from their hearts. They will find 

| that 
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| chat a ſear to offend our comributors, is not more 
powerful to deter us from ſpeaking the truths of 
God, than may have been, their former defires 
to pleaſe their patrons and fquires, from whom 
they expected pe arg perhaps to a ras 
of livings. 

But it is time for me now, as I propoſed, in the 
IId. place to ſpeak on the 2 you owe one to 
another. And, 

1ſt, Let me exhort you to love one another. 
This is your loving Redeemer's reiterated com- 
mand; and by your obedience thereto, ſhall all 
nien know that you are his diſciples. They who 
are taught of God, are taught to love one another. 
« Re kindly affectioned one to another in brotherly 
love,” was the exhortation of Paul to the Chriſtians 
of former times; it is mine to you this day. See 
that ye love one another, with a pure heart, fer- 
vently. Love is the pure fountain of all our duties 
both to God and man. The Apoſtle ſays, It is 
the fulfilling of the law.“ Surely it is a ſweet 


bond of Chriſtian communion! If you love the 


brethren, and love as brethren, it will be a good 


evidence that you love God, and are paſſed from 


death unto life: But if a man ſay, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a Har; for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath feen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not ſeen? O! 


brethren, let your love not be in word only, but 
in deed and in truth. Live in love, and the God of 


peace and love will be with you. 


24h, I would exhort you to live in peace and 
unity one with another. When the Apoſtle tells 


the Theſſalonians to eſteem their Miniſters very 
highly in love for their work's ſake, he adds thoſe 
ſolemn words, * And be at peace among yourſelves.” 


Brethren, follow after the things which make for 


peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 
| x 2 81 Be 
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Be of one mind, hve in peace. Endeavour to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Be 

- Joined together 15 the ſame- mind. Be of one ac- 
cord, and let nothing be dohe through {trife, or 
vain Llory, Behold, how. good and how ptcaſant 
It is for brethren to dwelt together i in unity. It is, 
like the precious ointment upon the head of Aaron, 
that went down to the ſkirts of his garments. 
Never forget that your God is the God of peace, 
and lover of concord. Your Jeſus is the Prince of 
Peace, and has pronounced the peace-makers bleſ- 
ſed; and faid, that they ſhall be called the chil- 
dren of God. His goſpel, -is the golpel of peace. 
75 | Then, brethren, | beſeech you, by the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, that there be no diviſions among 
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[ * vou. The contentions and ſtrife among profeſſing 

| 7 Chriſtians, are the joy of devils and the triumph of 
„ infidels. Do not make them ſport, by bireing and 
| * devouring one another, but rather conſtrain them 
1 to ſay, See how theſe Chriſtians love.“ | 
; | [2 Za, Sympathize with, pray for, and affe ction- 
„ acely admoniſh one another. Weep with them 
[ES that weep. Bear ye one another's burthens, and 
„ ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt. Remember them that 
MES are in honds as bound with them, and them 
1 | that are in adverſity as, being yourſelves alſo 
1 in the body. If one of the members ſuffer, all the 
1 members ſuffer with it. May every one of you 
1 be able to ſay with Paul, © Who is weak, and I am 

1s + 3Þ : © % not weak?” Jeſus is a ſympathizing Saviour, 
| 8 1 | and they who are at all conformed to his image, will 
1 ſympathize one with another. When Saul perſecu- 
5 red the Church, Jeſus ſaid unto him, “ Why per- 
HS ſecuteſt thou me? Hereby ſhewing, that in all her 
i | ö "74 afflictions, he was afflicted. When Nehemiah heard 
Wi of the afflictions of his brethren, though himſelf in 
5 þ 5 if a court, his heart was fo affected, that he wept, © 
1 3 he mourned, he faſted and prayed earneſtly for 
1 i II them. They were ail members of one body; and, 
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as no man ever yet hated his own fleſh; they felt 
one for another. If one member be in pain, ſays 
« Dr, Owen, the reſt have little eaſe; it is a rotten 
member, which is not affected with the 'anguiſh 
of its companions.“ Let me remind you, my 
brethren, that you are fellow. men; you have been 
fellow-finners, and are now fellow-ſaints ; fellow- 
citizens; fellow-ſoldiers; fellow- ſervants, and fel- 
loweſufferers; you muſt then be tellow-helpers, 
and comforters one of another; and, by and by, 
you will be ſellow-heirs of everlaſting. glory. 
Pray, one for another. If you mult do ſo for all 
men, even for thoſe 'who deſpitefully uſe you and 
perſecute you, ſurely you muſt do'it for the ſaints, 


and eſpecially for thoſe with whom you are in 


church-fellowſhip. If it be not in your power to 
help one another in any other way,” it is in this; 
and the ſervice you may render, hy ſo doing, is 
more than many imagine. Hereby you will pre- 

vail with God, who, is able to do exceedingly, 
abundantly, above all. that you can either aſk or 
think. And, my friends, forget not to admoniſh, 
and reprove one another, as oceaſion may require, 
Thou ſhalt in any-wiſe rebuke thy brother, and not 
ſuffer fin upon him. Yer account him not as an 
enemy, bur admoniſh him as a brother. Go, and 
tell him his fault, according to our Saviour's rule, 
Mall. xvili. 15, 16, 17. If any of you do err from 
the faith, and one convert him, let him know, that 
he ſaves a ſoui from death, and hides a multitude 
of ſins. - The performance of this duty, however, 
requires the greateſt care and attention, that it be 
done in pity, and not in malice. and envy ; in pa- 
tience, and not in ſpite and paſſionate revenge; it 
muſt be done with a feeling and humbling ſenſe, 
that in many things we all offend. It ſometimes 
happens, that the moſt faulty are the moſt forward 


10 hre ſtones at others. They have more ſin, 
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and forgive, as you have been forgiven. 
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and willing to communicate. 


unto them. 


to men in general. 
Chriſtians, but leave them to their own Maſter. 
At the ſame time, be ready to give a reaſon of the 


1 1 


in their conceited anger, againſt the weak 


neſſes of others, than is to be found in the weak- 


neſſes againſt which they are enraged. Caſt the 
beam out of thine: own eye; then ſhalt thou ſee 
clearly to caſt the mote out of thy brother's eye; 
and, let it appear, that the glory of God, the honor 
of religion, and the benefit of the perſons admoniſh- 


ed and reproved, are the great objects you have in 


view. | Now, my brethren, if you thus live in love, 
in peace, and in the exerciſe of prayer from a ſym- 
pathjzing heart; you will not ſpeak evil one of 

another, but you will ſpeak often one to another ; 
not to provoke. to wrath, but unto love and good 
works. Corrupt. communications will not pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the uſe of edifying. By this means you will know . 
one another's caſe, and ſo, ſpeak a word to one an- 
other's comfort. You will be kind, tender-hearted 
Ye who 


are ſtrong, will bear the infirmities of the weak; 


and, as the elect of God, will put on bowels 


of mercy and kindneſs, When you have this 
world's good, and ſee a brother or ſiſter in need, 


you will not ſhut up your bowels of compaſſion 


from them; no, you will be ready to dittribute, 
If they be hungry, 
you will give them meat ; if thirſty, you will give 
them drink; if they be naked, you will clothe 
them; if they be ſick, and in priſon, you will go 
The good Lord enable you to abound 
in the due diſcharge of all theſe duties! I now 
come, 

3dly, and laſtly, To ſpeak on the duties you owe 
Judge not other profeſſing 


hope that is in you with meekneſs and fear. As 


to the word, come out from among them, and be 
leparate ; 


1 
ſeparate; do not lay ſtumbling- blocks in their way; 
but ſhine as lights; ſo ſhine, that they may ſee 
your good works, and glorify your Heavenly Fa- 
ther. When they falſely accuſe you ; put them to 
filence by your good converſation. While they 
watch for your halting and falling; let them ſee 
that you run well, and hold on, and hold out unto 
the end. Fail not to uſe every mean in your power 
to bring them to the knowledge and love of the 
truth, even as it is in Jeſus. Invite them to go 
with you to the houſe of God. Tell them what 
good you have found in his ways. But it may be, 


you have not acceſs to their ears; they will not 


ſuffer you to ſpeak to them on any ſuch ſubjects ; 
then ſpeak to God for them. Pray him to renew 
and change their hearts. By the power that raiſed 
Jeſus from the dead, he raiſed you to newneſs of 
life, and, by the ſame power he can raiſe them in 
like manner. My friends, what motives have you, 
to animate your zeal in the conſtant diſcharge 
of ſuch duties as I have laid before you! You 
never can hear of matters of greater moment, or in 


which you have a greater concern. Your preſent, _ 


your future, your everlaſting happineſs, 1s inſepa- 
rably connected. therewith. To encourage your 
ſteadfaſtneſs and diligence therein, you have all the 
ſaints upon earth, all the angels in heaven, all the 
promiſes in the Bible, and all the perfections of 
the Great Jehovah. Be not then diſcouraged, ei- 
ther by men or devils. Cleave to God, to your 
Miniſter, and to one another; then, fair as the 
moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible as an army 
with banners; you ſhall put to flight all your ene- 
mies, and. prove more than conquerors through 
him that loved you. TC 1 
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